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When you see an asterisk ( * ) 
you are invited to rise in body or in spirit.
Congregational responses are in the plain, bold text.

All Music Reproduced with Permission 
under License #A-609189 of One License, LLC

VU = Voices United (Burgundy)	    MV = More Voices (Spiral-bound)

Acknowledging the Territory
As we gather in this Advent season of longing and expectation, we respectfully acknowledge Treaty 4 territory, as well as the Lakota Nation and the Métis people who call this land home. We honour this land, sustained through generations by those who have cared for Turtle Island with wisdom, resilience, and relationship. In this season when we listen for the cries rising from the manger—cries that echo hunger for daily bread and hunger for hope, peace, joy, and love—we commit ourselves once more to the sacred work of justice, reconciliation, and right relationship. Trusting in the Holy One who meets us in our deepest need, may we be people who nourish and are nourished. May it be so.

[bookmark: _Hlk55432883][bookmark: _Hlk68693704][bookmark: _Hlk47476454]Lighting the Advent Candle

Advent Hymn: MV #33 Jesus Came Bringing Us Hope
Jesus came bringing us love. Jesus came bringing us love.
Jesus came bringing us love. Hallelujah forevermore!

Call to Worship: 
Come, let us sit at the feet, on the shoulders, and in the arms of the loving God who calls us her children.

Hymn: VU #2 Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Commissioning and Benediction 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
· The liturgy for this Advent Series is from Illustrated Ministries.

· The Christmas Evening Service this year will be held on Tuesday, December 23 (NOT the 24th). Join us as we celebrate Jesus’ birth with carol and candlelight. We gather at 5:30 PM in Lafleche and 7:30 PM in Limerick. There will be no in person service on the 24th or 25th, however there will be a pre-recorded video service available on Christmas Day which can be found on our YouTube Channel.

· There will be no service on Sunday, December 28th. Worship will resume on Sunday, January 4th at 10:00 AM in Lafleche.

· While Janelle is away from December 24th to January 1st, please contact Wendy Gibson at 306-354-7506 for pastoral support or emergencies.

· In January, we begin our Collaborative Ministry with Grasslands Pastoral Chage. We will alternate services between Lafleche and Limerick and for January – March, all services will be at 10:00 AM.
· Jan. 4 – Lafleche
· Jan. 11 – Limerick
· Jan. 18 – Lafleche
· Jan. 25 - Limerick

· If you know someone who should be added to the prayer list, please let either Janelle or the office know. Please make sure that you have their permission to share their name.

IN OUR PRAYERS
· Barb Engle			- Michele Rowe
· Megan Torrie and her daughter Dayzsa Merasty
· Jan Korvemaker
We are God’s chosen family, cousins in grace, united by an ancestry of miracles.
Come, let us sit around the table, telling stories of God’s goodness—the stories of love that brought us together.
Let us nourish our friendships with encouragement and appreciation, leaving petty matters behind.
Come, let us sing the songs of our faith, a love song to God, for all the beauty that has accompanied our journeys.
We sing songs of praise in times of trial and triumph, for we know that in the singing, we are fortified with courage.
Come, let us worship the One who loved us from creation, from liberation, from exile, from the manger, from the mountaintop, from the cross, and from the empty tomb.
Let the love of God be the center of our worship today. Amen.

Prayer of Approach: 
God, our Provider, like a loving parent feeding their child at the breast, from the kitchen, and even from a snack stash, you sustain us from birth. Your love is unconditional, surrounding us through every stage of development, relationship, heartbreak, disappointment, and accomplishment. As we gather today in worship, we reach out to you once again. Whether we call you Father or Mother, Shepherd or Friend, your character is unchanging, and your table is ready for us. Open our hearts and minds today to your words of wisdom, spoken and unspoken. Amen.

*Hymn: VU #69 Away In A Manger

[bookmark: _Hlk198724292]Scripture: Luke 2:21-40; Matthew 9:35-36

Sermon: Love Grows

Hymn: VU #64 O Little Town of Bethlehem

The Sacrament of Communion
Invitation to the Table
The Great Thanksgiving

The Words of Institution
In remembrance of Christ, we gather at this table, 
alongside disciples old and young, from every walk of life, 
confident that through Jesus Christ, 
we are all nourished and made whole.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Fraction and Distribution
Prayer Following Communion
Faithful God, just as Simeon was filled with awe and gratitude upon seeing the infant Jesus, we leave this table with hearts overflowing with your love. As Jesus looked upon the crowds with compassion, we too are inspired to act with kindness and grace. As we return to our daily lives, may we carry the light of your love with us, shining it into every corner of our world. Guide us to embody the love and compassion of Christ in all we do. Bless us with strength to love deeply and serve faithfully this week. Amen.

Ministry of Music: A Star Will Soon Shine by Jan Korvemaker

Invitation to the Offering

*Offertory: May Every Heart (Tune: VU #75 While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks By Night)
May every heart prepare to give our hearts to God on high.
Not just what’s left, but all that brings Gods kingdom closer by.

*Offertory Prayer

Prayers of the People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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