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Ash Wednesday

Minister: Rev. Janelle Shaw
Phone: 639-931-7980 
Email: reverendjanelle@gmail.com

Regina Hospital Chaplain: Lorna King - 306-551-7755

When you see an asterisk ( * ) 
you are invited to rise in body or in spirit.
Congregational responses are in the plain, bold text.

All Music Reproduced with Permission 
under License #A-609189 of One License, LLC

VU = Voices United (Burgundy)	    MV = More Voices (Spiral-bound)


Welcome and Announcements

Acknowledging the Territory
We begin our worship by remembering where we gather. As people of Southern Saskatchewan, we live and love, worship and work on land that is designated as Treaty 4 and we give thanks for the spirituality and stewardship of this land’s first inhabitants – the Lakota and Metis people who have called this land home for generations. As people of the United Church of Canada, we remember the harm that has been done to our Indigenous kindred in the name of God, and by the authority of our Church, and we repent and ask forgiveness. As people of this planet we call Earth, we remember that we are all connected and we seek to live in right relationship and reconciliation with other children of the Creator. We remember that we are Treaty People, and we seek to follow in the way of Jesus, who calls us to love one another as he has loved us.

Call to Worship: 
Come, it is time to worship.
Why do we gather here tonight?
We gather to remember our beginning and our end – that out of the dust we were created and to the dust we will return.
Why do we gather here tonight?
We gather to remember both that we have sinned and that we are forgiven.
Why do we gather here tonight?
We gather to remember our true name – God’s Beloved – and to renew the mark of Christ upon us and our lives.
Why do we gather here tonight?
We gather to remember and renew. So come, let us worship. 

Lighting the Christ Candle and Pouring the Baptismal Waters

Opening Prayer: (written by Rev. Mindi, on her Rev-o-lution blog)
We have gathered here, loving God, to mark the season of Lent, to begin that journey to the cross. We have gathered here to repent of our sins publicly and privately. We have gathered here to be in the presence of one another, where we can draw strength, knowing that wherever two or three of us are gathered, You are present among us. Guide us throughout these forty days as we journey deeper into Your embrace, and as we journey to the cross, let us put to death those things that separate us from each other and from you. May we know Your presence is always with us, the power of Your transformative love is within us, and may we know Your grace surrounds us and is beyond us. In the name of Jesus, our companion on this journey of faith, we pray. Amen.

Hymn: MV #79 “Spirit, Open My Heart”

Scripture: Genesis 2:4b-9; Joel 2:1-2, 12-13

Reflection

*Hymn: MV #78 “God Weeps”







[bookmark: _Hlk55433135][bookmark: _Hlk63359732]Prayers of Confession and Commitment 
Sung Response: VU #411 O God, We Call
O God we call, O God we call, 
from deep inside we yearn, from deep inside we yearn, from deep inside we yearn for you.

Words of Assurance and Blessing (Poem by Jan Richardson)

Invitation to Observe a Holy Lent

Imposition of Ashes

*Closing Hymn: VU #436 “Abide With Me”

*Commissioning and Benediction
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