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When you see an asterisk ( * ) you are invited to rise in body or in spirit.
Congregational responses are in the plain, bold text.

All Music Reproduced with Permission under License #A-609189 of One License, LLC

VU = Voices United (Burgundy)	    MV = More Voices (Spiral-bound)

[bookmark: _Hlk55432883]Welcome and Announcements

Acknowledging the Territory
As we gather in this Advent season of longing and expectation, we respectfully acknowledge Treaty 4 territory, as well as the Lakota Nation and the Métis people who call this land home. We honour this land, sustained through generations by those who have cared for Turtle Island with wisdom, resilience, and relationship. In this season when we listen for the cries rising from the manger—cries that echo hunger for daily bread and hunger for hope, peace, joy, and love—we commit ourselves once more to the sacred work of justice, reconciliation, and right relationship. Trusting in the Holy One who meets us in our deepest need, may we be people who nourish and are nourished. May it be so.

Call to Worship
Tonight, we gather here in this place of refuge,
for we are lost, we are lonely, we are afraid.
Tonight, we gather daring to wonder if God has indeed come in Jesus,
discerning the rejection we have known, intimate with our failed relationships, holding our heartache in hands of tenderness.
Tonight, we gather with neighbors and strangers, a family made one by our brokenness,
coming with our hearts full of hope, and our pockets filled with doubts.
Tonight, we gather just as we are,
for God has promised to meet us here and to welcome us for who we are.

Prayer of Approach (written by Ruth Burgess)
Holy God of Advent: you became weak so we could find strength in moments of heartbreak; you left the safety of heaven to wander the wilderness of the world, holding our hands when we feel so hopeless; you set aside your glory to hold our pain so we might be healed, even when there seems to be no hope; you became one of us, so we could never be alone in any moment, in any circumstance. So come now, Child of Bethlehem, to strengthen us in these days. May we feel your presence in a way we have never known, not just as One born in a stable long ago and far away, but as One born in our hearts, in our hopes, in our spirits, in our weakness. You have promised to go before us: into our brokenness, into hospital rooms, into empty houses, into graveyards, into our future held by our God, and you are here, even now, waiting for each of us: to serve us, to hold us, to comfort us, to live in us, now and forever. Amen.

*Hymn: VU #44 It Came Upon A Midnight Clear (v. 1, 3, 4)

Lighting the Advent Candles
Hope: Come, O Christ, and bring your hope.
Peace: Come, O Christ, and bring your peace.
Joy: Come, O Christ, and bring true joy.
Love: Come, O Christ, and bring your love. 
Christ Candle: Come, O Christ, and dwell among us. 

Special Music: Shh, Be Still by Ernie Haas and Signature Sound

Scripture: Mark 4:35-39

Reflection
*Hymn: VU #278 In the Quiet Curve of Evening

Lighting the Candles of Our Lives
A Candle for Beginnings
A Candle for the Storms
A Candle for the Promise
A Candle for the Dawn

Sung Response: VU #400 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.

A Time of Silence, Candles, and Blessing
As our service draws to a close, we take this time for our own hearts and intentions in silence and candle lighting. As our candles are lit, we bring our griefs and lay them at God’s feet. We share our fears, our doubts, our anger, our sadness, our despair with the God who wants to know us deeply. We think of those we have lost, the dreams which have been given up, the uncertainty of tomorrow, and we rekindle the spark of hope within us. You are invited to light one or more candles during this time, or to light no candles if that is what you choose. At this time you are also invited to add a name or a deep longing to our Memory Tree. When you have done so, you may take a small crocheted angel made lovingly by Jeanette Peter, home with you as a reminder that you are not alone in this time. If you would like to take a moment of prayer please come see me. Or you may simply wish to sit in the stillness and listen to the music as it plays. Please do whatever is right for you. May God’s presence surround you in these moments.

Closing Prayer 

*Hymn: VU #182 Stay With Us Through the Night

*Commissioning and Blessing









































Good evening and welcome!
Tonight, we would like to offer you time 
for quiet reflection and meditation. 
It is our hope that this evening will provide you with an opportunity in a supportive community and among caring friends to be reminded that the Christmas story contains a message of hope no matter our circumstances. 
 
* * *
 
Tonight’s service will involve times of silence for personal reflection.  
Here are some suggestions for how you might want to use that time.

Notice your breath
Focus your awareness on your breathing.  
As you inhale, say to yourself, “Breathing in . . . Source of Life.”  
As you exhale, “Breathing out . . . God is here.”
Focus on a sacred word (for example: hope, peace, joy, love)
When other thoughts arise, come back to that word.
 
Offer a prayer
For yourself, a loved one, the world.
 Picture the one you’re praying for encircled with the light of Christ.

Rest in God’s presence...just be
Relax your muscles.  
Say to yourself, “God, I rest in your presence.”
 
Whatever may have brought us here tonight, 
we offer it to the One born in Bethlehem’s stable,
knowing that there is no pain that does not echo in God’s heart, 
and no joy that does not come from God’s heart.

Know that you are held in prayer and love 
by those in this church community.
If you need someone to talk to in this Christmas Season 
or anytime throughout the year,
please contact Janelle at 639-931-7980 or reverendjanelle@gmail.com

While Janelle is away from December 24th to January 1st, 
please contact Wendy Gibson at 306-354-7506
for pastoral support or emergencies.

You are warmly invited to our Christmas Evening Services 
on Tuesday, December 23rd 
at 5:30 PM in Lafleche and 7:30 PM in Limerick 
where we will hear again of the Christ Child’s birth.
We hope to see you there.

The poems used during the candle lighting 
are all written by Eleanor Hamilton, 
a minister in the Church of Scotland at Dumbarton Parish Church. 
She goes by Whispers of Grace on Facebook.
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