Curious About Something in the Service?
Check out some of these FAQs 
or ask Rev. Janelle or any member of the congregation.

What do I do before the service begins?
There isn’t one specific thing that you are supposed to do. Some people like to visit with others who are there early. Some prefer to sit quietly and gather their thoughts or spend some time in prayer. Some like to read the bulletin and find all of the hymns. It’s really up to you. Do what feels right for you today knowing it might change the next time you’re here.

How will I know when it’s time to stand up or sit down?
When you are reading through the bulletin you will notice an asterisk (*) beside some parts of the service and not others. When you see the asterisk, you are invited to stand. 

What if standing is difficult for me?
We say that you are invited to rise “in body or in spirit” which means there is absolutely nothing wrong in staying seated for any part of the service. We lift our voices and our spirits to God even if lifting our bodies is challenging or impossible.

Why do we “Acknowledge the Territory”?
This is a practice that is happening more often both in the church and wider society. We do so to remember and repent of the harm that has been done to the Indigenous Peoples of this land and to recommit ourselves to moving forward in a good way. We know this is only one step in the process of reconciliation, but it is a reminder to us of what we need to do.

I don’t I agree with something in the prayer. What do I do?
Part of being in communal worship means that one person will say “that was perfect”, while another says “that doesn’t sound like me at all.” That’s part of our diversity. If something in the prayers bothers you, reflect for a moment on what troubles you about it. If you feel like you can’t say it authentically, then don’t. If you want to talk about something specific, give Rev. Janelle a call – she’d be happy to explore the topic with you.
I didn’t bring any money for the offering? What do I do?
That’s okay! You don’t have to “do” anything. We all have many gifts, and each week as we present our offering, we commit to sharing them with God and one another. We think of all that we have to offer: our time, our talents and our monetary donations. At this time in the service, you are invited to think about those things in your life that you are able to share.

I did bring money for the offering? What do I do?
Since Covid, we have not been passing the offering plate as a way to lessen the number of things that are touched by many people. Instead, we have had the offering plate at the door of the church and you are invited to drop your offering in it on your way in or out of the sanctuary.

What do I do at the end of the service?
At the end of the service, Rev. Janelle will offer the Commissioning and Blessing. The Commissioning is a charge to the congregation to go out living your lives in the way of God. The Blessing is a moment to feel the blessing of God come amongst us and into your life individually. When it is finished, some people want to sit for a few minutes of quiet reflection. Others want to get to the lunch as soon as possible. It’s your choice. Rev. Janelle will be standing at the door and it’s traditional to shake hands before heading downstairs. If you’d prefer not to do so, that’s okay too…just smile as you go by or go out the other door. Once downstairs there will be lunch and a time to chat with everyone else. There’s no time limit, so stay for as long or a short a time as you’d like.
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